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Will residence halls 
be on 24-hour lock 
down in 1997-98?
See page 5
Students protest process of selecting new president
by Natalie Eckford
Contributing Writer
Students at Spelman College 
recently gathered to protest what 
they feel has been a violation of 
their rights. On the afternoon of 
April 21 st, they stood in front of
Students gather in front of Sisters Chapel for the protest 
rally.
Photo by Nakia Clements
Sister's Chapel to voice their ob­
jections to a presidential selection 
process which they saw as having 
excluded them. The organizer of 
the rally, Glenna Reed, summa­
rized the sentiment of the group in 
her opening words by saying, "We 
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(Freak Nic), members of the se­
lection committee circulated fly­
ers announcing their decision. For 
those students who failed to re­
ceive the information that night, 
they were able to learn of the story 
the next morning as they opened 
the Sunday morning paper. 
Sophomore Nangula Kauluma 
expressed, "I wasn't impressed that
Glenna Reed, organizer of the rally.
Photo by Nakia Clements
John Smith in Alpharetta knew 
about my new president before I 
even knew. That was very disre­
spectful on the part of the board."
In fact, many of the students 
spoke about the lack of communi­
cation on the part of the board to 
the students. Mashadi Matabane 
said, "They can inform me of other 
Continued on page 2
Second time around: Students view video of Manley
by Jakita Owensby
Staff Writer
Cosby LL32 was filled to 
capacity the evening of April 29th, 
with Spelman students eager to 
view the videotape of Dr. Manley's 
interview with some Spelman stu­
dents. Dr. Manley began by giv­
ing a chronicle of the develop­
ment of Spelman College from 
the leadership of President Giles, 
to that of President Cole, stating 
that "No part of Spelman's history 
is as marvelous as the last de­
cade." She voiced hopes of a 
bright future for Spelman Col­
lege, but noted, "You can't talk 
about the future and envision the 
future if you don't know the past."
A panel of selected students
then posed questions to Dr. Man- 
ley concerning issues that affected 
different aspects of student life at 
Spelman. Many of the questions 
comprised of the immediate fu­
ture of Spelman College, the ex­
panding of the athletic program, 
financial aid, and her accessibil­
ity as President.
Dr. Manley's immediate fu­
ture of Spelman included remod­
eling Sisters Chapel, renovating 
McVicar and Packard Hall, 
strengthening counseling and 
health services, promoting and 
strengthening ties between stu­
dents and alumnae, providing 
more scholarships for needy stu­
dents, and enhancing our relation­
ships with the other institutions in
the Atlanta University Center.
Her stance on athletics was a 
belief that while "intercollegiate 
sports are important and should 
exist. Women need to learn indi­
vidual sports-sports they can carry 
with them for life."
When questioned about her 
plans for financial aid, Dr. Man- 
ley explained how crucial finan­
cial aid was in her completion of 
Spelman College. She stated, 
"Spelman has a history of sup­
porting needy students... if we need 
to do more, we'll do more."
Dr. Manley spoke of going 
to Chapel every morning, stating 
that Chapel was a way for the 
President to talk, relate, and be 
accessible to the students. As for
her accessibility as President of 
Spelman, she stated, "...people 
[knocking] on the door at 
Reynolds...that's possible."
Above all, Dr. Manley ex­
pressed a desire that Spelman's 
welfare and future as an institu­
tion be of the utmost importance 
to everyone. "I pray [everyone] 
involved in [selecting the new 
President] will deliberate wisely 
and deliberate well," she said.
After the viewing of the video 
tape, Dr. Manley's biography was 
distributed and student trustee 
Lekeisha Moffett described the 
different committees that took part 
in the selection process. She stated
Continued on page 2
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events at the drop of a hat, but not 
this? They should have had more 
widespread publicity." Dr. June 
Gary Hopps, chairperson of the 
search committee and the new 
chairperson of the Board of Trust­
ees, met with students during the 
rally and addressed their concerns. 
In response to their inquiries re­
garding the lack of sufficient com­
munication, she explained that the 
Search Committee felt they were 
communicating effectively. Her 
justification for the manner in 
which the announcement was dis­
seminated to the press was that, 
"Spelman is high profile."
Students were yet to be satis­
fied, as they continued to ask her 
questions demanding to know why 
students did not hold positions on 
the selection committee. Dr. 
Hopps explained that two students 
from each class resided on the 
Student Advisory Board. Yet, 
students from that board com­
mented that during their affilia­
tion, they did not receive clear 
information about their duties or 
even meeting times. Some stu­
dents contended they felt as if the 
process was executed to prevent 
their participation. Junior Kia 
Scipio, in response to an an­
nouncement letter which thanked 
students for their assistance in the 
selection process, asked the ques­
tion, "Are we being thanked be­
cause we didn't speak up?"
Having identified the con­
cerns of the student body, stu­
dents began to focus on what 
should be done to assuage their 
concerns, and they voiced their 
desire to have Dr. Manley address 
the students.
Not everyone who attended 
the rally was a student. Academic 
Dean, Dr. Freddye Hill, was 
among those in the crowd. She 
praised the students on their ini­
tiative to empower themselves, 
and encouraged them to keep an 
open mind in regard to the new 
president. In reference to Dr. Man- 
ley when she assumes her posi­
tion at the college, Dean Hill asked 
students to keep in mind that "Dr. 
Cole came to us adynamic woman, 
but Spelman made her an excep­
tional woman."
Continued from page 1
that the Board of Trustees was the 
only body to actually vote. 
Lekeisha assured the inquiring 
crowd that she would brief Dr. 
Manley on the concerns of the 
student body so that Dr. Manley 
could address those concerns di­
rectly on her visit to Spelman.
Although many students felt 
that their questions were not an­
swered, they also realized that 
many of the rumors circulated 
around the campus about Dr. 
Manley and her views were exag­
gerated or taken out of context. 
However, Kim Shaw concluded, 
"She's not as charismatic as Dr. 
Cole. If she's going to be speak­
ing on behalf of the College and 
answering questions, some of 
which will be unexpected, will 
she dodge those questions? It 
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After an extensive seven-month search, the 
Spelman College Board of Trustees has just announced 
Dr. Audrey F. Manley, Acting Surgeon General of the 
United States, as the new president of Spelman Col­
lege. Dr. Manley is the first alumna to be named 
president in Spelman's 116-year history. Dr. Manley's 
position will be effective July 1, 1997.
“I am deeply honored, delighted and feel ex­
tremely privileged to be selected as the eighth presi­
dent of Spelman College,” said Manley. “In addition 
to looking forward to meeting the challenges ahead 
with commitment and dedication, I feel confident that 
the College will move forward in all areas. I commend 
the Search Committee on the selection process and 
their level of commitment.”
Dr. Manley is the first African American woman to 
achieve the rank of Assistant Surgeon General Rear 
Admiral and the first to be named Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Health. She serves as the principal 
federal health advisor to the nation on public health 
matters and as a leader to approximately 6,200 active 
duty commissioned corps officers. Dr. Manley's thirty 
year medical career includes several key leadership 
positions on the faculty of three medical schools: 
University of Illinois, University of Chicago and Emory 
University. After graduating cum laude from Spelman 
College in 1955, Dr. Manley received her medical 
degree from Meharry Medical College and holds a 
Master of Public Health degree from Johns Hopkins 
University.
The Board of Trustees also announced that Dr. 
June Gary Hopps, Spelman alumna, has been ap­
pointed chair of Spelman's Board of Trustees. She 
succeeds Robert Holland, Jr. who was Board chair for 
ten years. Dr. Hopps is Dean of the Graduate School 
of Social Work at Boston College and former Editor- 
in-Chief of Social Work. She served as chair of the 
Spelman Presidential Search Committee.
Hazel O'Leary, one of the three finalists, withdrew 
her name from consideration last week. In discussion 
with the Search Committee, Secretary O'Leary ex­
pressed her gratitude for the honor of being considered 
for such an important leadership post in academia.
The Board of Trustees extends gratitude to all 
members of the Spelman Community: students, fac­
ulty, senior administrators, staff, Alumnae Association 
and President of the College, for helping to make the 
selection of the new President a successful process.
AC Often- 




I want to begin my heart- 
to-heart comments to you con­
cerning our new Sister Presi­
dent, and the search process 
that has led to her appointment 
, by sharing with you the state­
ment I have written for the press.
Dr. Audrey Forbes Man- 
ley brings to the presidency of 
Spelman College a broad range 
of professional experiences, a 
distinguished career as a 
publichealth educator and ad­
vocate, and a passionate com­
mitment to her alma mater. It is 
a joy for me to bear witness to 
this extraordinary moment in 
Spelman's history as Dr. Man- 
ley becomes the first alumna 
president of our nation's pre­
mier historically Black College 
for women.
I do appreciate that some 
of you, my Spelman sisters, are 
concerned about the search pro­
cess that led to Dr. Manley's 
appointment. Others of you 
participated in and supported 
the process. I must tell you that 
I am proud of all of you if you 
care enough about your college 
to be concerned about its fu­
ture. And I can think of nothing 
more appropriate for an aca­
demic environment than hav­
ing students raise questions 
about the world around them. 
But what must also character­
ize a healthy academic envi-
Photo Courtesy of Kandace Totten
ronment is having questions 
raised in a positive and con­
structive manner and without 
ad hominem arguments. To the 
extent that you are doing just 
that, I applaud. I also applaud 
those of you who have made 
specific suggestions for search 
endeavors for the future.
Now that a new sister presi­
dent has been appointed, I think 
the most important role for stu­
dents, faculty, staff, and admin­
istration is to get behind her to 
make this a successful presi­
dency. My sisters, believe me, 
when I came to this extraordi­
nary institution ten years ago, I 
was not the president that I am 
today. Leaders develop into, 
far more than they are bom into 
that role. It is a community that 
truly makes a leader. This is the 
sense in which in your hands 
rests a good deal of the power 
to help make the Audrey Man- 
ley presidency a great one.
Spelman College is an ex­
ceptional place. So much of 
what makes it so is you, my 
Spelman sisters. Thank you for 
all that you do for Spelman.
With respect and sisterly love,
-Johnnetta B. Cole
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by Adriana M. Spikes
Staff' Writer
During their recent visit to 
the college for Family Weekend, 
the families of Spelman students 
were treated to a number of activi­
ties that included a jazz concert, 
informational sessions, and a dia­
logue with “SisterPrez” Johnnetta 
Cole. Also presented during the 
weekend was “Celebration in 
Black,’’ a traditional Family 
Weekend student performance.
The idea behind “Celebra­
tion in Black” is to provide the 
general student body with an op­
portunity to become involved in a 
drama production. Spelman’s 
Student Government Association 
usually funds the show and solic­
its students to participate as writ­
ers, actresses, stage crew, etc. This 
year’s performance, which as­
sumed the form of a variety show, 
featured students who displayed a 
range of talents, from poetic reci­
tations to singing and instrumen­
tal music. The show also included 
a heartfelt tribute to a departing 
"Sister Prez," Dr. Cole which was 
also performed at a farewell cel­
ebration held earlier in the month.
The show was perhaps not 
as laudable this year as it has been 
in other years. Rhondee Johnson, 
first attendant to Ms. Spelman and 
one of the coordinators for the 
production, offers this opinion, “I 
don’t think this year’s perfor­
mance was as successful as it could 
have been. Many freshman did 
not know about it. It was crunch 
time for students, and it happened 
at an awkward time; it’s usually in 
February. There was a general 
lack of student participation and 
[the production] fell on the SGA.”
by Charity Lewis
Staff Writer my baby
daddy..," that
Local group B-Rock and the Dr. Harper 
Bizz’s single, “My Baby Daddy” findproblem- 
is among the top ten songs on the atic. 
rap and R&B singles charts. The Associ-
bass or "booty-shake" song has ate Professor 
gained some negative attention of Education 
from parents, teachers and stu- Rebecca 
dents. Spelman College sopho- Adams says 
more Thelanna Celestaine be- that she likes 
lieves that children listen to the “the beat but 
song and think that it confirms an not the 
irresponsible, duty-free lifestyle: words.” Nev- 
“It’s an image of black people that ertheless, the 
doesn’t need to be put out.” An- word “just” 
other student commented that the minimizes 
song is demeaning to both black the role of the 
men and black women. Junior father. It im- 
Wendelin Donahue says, “It is plies that the 
representative of a life that we young lady in 
joke about, but it’s really seri- the song 
ous.” made a baby
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“This is not the time 
for a cute little commer­
cial; We need to preach 
and teach them dignity 
and self respect. ”
-Dr Akiba Harper
effort to rally people against it. 
She has been speaking with some 
of the African American gradu­
ates of Oberlin College and her 
students here at Spelman, as well 
as discussing on the Internet, the 
song and its indications.
Additionally, Dr. Harper 
mentions that it is not the ebonies 
that is negative for her or for many 
other people who disapprove of 
the song. “I love ebonies for fla­
vor,” she remarks, “I think we 
should all be multidialectical.” 
However it is the word "just" used 
in the song's chorus, "That's just
Dr. Akiba Sullivan Harper stands up against self inflicted 
genocide in the Black community.
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the song is 
symptom­
atic of a 
disease 
deeply em­
bedded in black communities that 
needs to be fixed. That disease is 
a generation of young people who 
have been mislead about how 
beautiful sex can be. “Sex is fine, 
[but] preferably within a mar­
riage,” she expressed. Apparently, 
the song seems to cheapen the 
process of reproduction. “These 
children need to be talked to,“ she 
contends, “This is not the time for 
a cute little commercial ; We need 
to preach and teach them dignity 
and self respect.”
When asked if she is overre­
acting, Dr. Harper responded that
the song is psychologically geno­
cidal because black communities 
“don’t have a generation of minds 
to lose.”
The video for “My Baby 
Daddy” was filmed in front of 
Robert W. Woodruff Library in 
the Atlanta University Center— 
without permission. This is a fact 
that bothers some people; The 
AUC is the largest consortium of 
black colleges in the country, and 
it may now be associated with this 
song and video. Dr. Harper de­
clares that it is “insidious and in­
tentionally insulting; It’s saying, 
‘Ya’ll ain’t nothin.’”
Sophomore Chastity McRae 
says that the song is a representa­
tion of young single mothers who 
do not know the father of their 
children or who use the fathers as 
an excuse for everything. To Ms. 
McRae, the group [B-Rock and 
the Bizz] is “trying to rap about 
what they see and what they 
know.”
Thelanna Celestaine, how­
ever, remarks, “It’s another one of 
those things that should have re­
mained on the down low.”
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Locking Residence Halls to Ensure Safety
by Malikha Yasantewa Mallett 
Perusing Campus
For the most part, Spelman 
College has maintained a favor­
able safety record. However now, 
administrators have found the need 
to further ensure this safety. Next 
year the Office of Residential Life 
along with Public Safety will be 
implementing a new procedure 
expected to improve the mainte­
nance of the residence halls. Un­
der this program, all residence
The doors may be open now but not next year for Manley and the other 
residentce halls on campus (excluding LLC1 and LLC2).
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halls, except Living and Learning 
Centers I and II, will be locked 
from, 12:00 a.m. to 6:00 P.M..
Director of Public Safety, Mr. 
Steve Bowser emphasized that 
many factors contributed to this 
decision. Although (fortunately) 
no specific safety incidents 
prompted this act, he noted that 
there was a “reasonable risk liv­
ing in unsecured buildings.” This 
proposal was an offspring of on­
going discussions between Direc­
tor of Residential Life, Ms. Emilye
Mobley, former Dean of Students, 
Dr. LaVeta Small and Mr. Bowser. 
This discussion was heightened 
by the prospect of frequent out­
siders coming on campus for up­
coming building renovations and 
was supported by concerned par­
ents.
Under this new program, the 
doors will remain locked at all 
times except during visitation 
hours, at which time the proce­
dure will remain as usual. Living 
and Learning Centers I and II will 
be the only exceptions to this 
policy because, along with hous­
ing students, they also provide 
space for various programs and 
administrative offices. Locking 
the dormitories will also require 
implementing rules for unautho­
rized presence. Although Spelman 
students are allowed to visit any­
one, anywhere and at any time on 
campus, there will be a strict code 
of conduct for outsiders, which 
includes, if necessary, arrest.
Looking at the students that 
will be affected, Mr. Bowser cal­
culated that by subtracting the 
number of incoming freshman, 
students moving off campus and 
those living in LLCI and II, only
approximately 25% of the student 
body will actually be affected. 
That is, only 25% of the popula­
tion would have known a more 
open environment. For all living 
on campus and particularly those 
that make up the 25% of returning 
on-campus students, administra­
tors will be exploring options such 
as master keys and residence call 
boxes which would allow students 
to call the rooms of the parties 
they wish to visit. Mr. Bowser 
noted that the cost will have to 
come out of the student’s pockets.
It will definitely be an ad­
justment, not only for the stu­
dents, but Resident Directors, the 
housekeeping staff, maintenance 
crews and those who service the 
vending machines. So far, 
Spelman students have been liv­
ing what Mr. Bowser calls “a cot­
tage lifestyle.” But this lifestyle 
does not coincide with the reali­
ties of the world outside of 
Spelman’s gates. Mr. Bowser 
predicts, the crossover to this new 
procedure will be at least 98% 
effective, but he also realizes that 
it will take everyone’s support 
and the students need to be open 
to this new approach.
Ethnic Dance: A one of a kind workout
by Leslie E. Wingard
Jaguar Spirit
“If you want to get physi­
cally fit next semester, this is the 
class to take,” says sophomore 
economics major Stacey Frazier. 
“We worked every single body 
part!”
Ms. Frazier participated in 
this fall ’ s ethnic dance class under 
the instruction of Ms. Pamela 
Maragh. The class, which is held 
in a Read Hall dance studio, is a 
very popular one. It’s a nice 
change from the traditional ten­
nis, golf, basketball, and fitness 
classes offered.
As dancers move to the beat
of authentic African drumming, 
the friendly and energetic Ms. 
Maragh focuses on major prin­
ciples of dance such as isolation, 
repetition, rhythm, timing, and 
posture. For the hour and fifteen 
minute session, one can expect to 
have an intense cardiovascular and 
muscle toning workout. In addi­
tion, Ms. Maragh urges her danc­
ers to retain what they learn in 
class by later assigning them to 
perform their choreographed 
dances in small groups. Another 
highlight of the ethnic dance class 
is the invited guest instructors and 
the chance to attend and critique a 
dance performance off Spelman’s 
campus.
No formal background in 
dance is required for one to take 
ethnic dance. All that is needed is 
a desire to learn and a positive 
attitude. It’s important to “leave 
negative energy outside the 
door” when you come to 
ethnic dance class, Ms. 
Maragh often says.
Ms. Maragh hopes 
that her class is an enjoy­
able stress reliever and a 
good source of exercise and 
thus far, she has been very 
successful. Ms. Frazier 
even comments that she 
“wishes she could have 
taken it spring semester,” 
but didn’t have the time in
her schedule.
Take advantage of all ethnic 
dance has to offer... Spelman’s 
course is listed in your pre-regis­
tration packet under Dance 121.
“If you want to get 
physically fit next se­
mester, this is the class 
to take.”
-Stacey Frazier
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“IFE” - Johnnetta's Theme
by Cantice Peyton
Staff Writer
"A Campus Farewell For 
President johnnetta B. Cole" was 
held on Thursday, April 10th at 
4:00p.m.. It was an event that 
displayed the campus coming to­
gether to show appreciation to its 
departing leader. Since the pre­
sentation is beyond exclamation, 
I have tried to merely capture the 
images which first captured me.
Close your eyes and imagine 
the rhythm of African timbrels 
rejoicing. Hand claps were the 
audible escorts of a President and 
her First man. Beneath bright red 
umbrellas which feigned protec­
tion, Dr. Cole and her husband 
processed into Sisters Chapel. 
Once they reached the eighth row 
from the front stage they were 
seated on a kente cloth which 
shone in regality. Two voices 
rose as one above the crowd of 
bowed heads in the offering invo­
cation. Smiling bundles of inno­
cent life (pupils from Spelman's 
Nursery school) graced both the 
stage and a mother president with 
their chants and song. Not a dry 
eye was left in the house. Piercing 
high screams and moving low 
groans escaped through the bell of 
Joe Jennings saxophone. Piano 
keys and plucks of a bass put the 
horn into submission whenever it 
sounded as if it was seeking lib­
eration from its accompaniments. 
Intertwined, the three instruments 
sang Johnnetta's theme, "IFE" - 
lover of art and culture. Class 
representatives spouted out Cole's 
accomplishments, a resume so vast 
that its words painted the walls, 
the floor and the ceiling, while the 
remainder simply hung in the air.
A dramatic presentation born 
by Glenda Dickerson exposed five 
embodiments of Dr. Johnnetta B. 
Cole, each woman of different 
hue,, shape, and resonance. Each 
persona was an honest, gutty in­
terpretation of Dr. Cole at her 
best, as herself. She danced, she 
sang. She spoke, she laughed, she
taught. She uplifted. "Upliftment" 
was the final image of the drama­
tization when a woman exalted 
her child in pictorial explanation 
of how we as a community must 
encourage our young.
"African Celebration" was 
the presentation of the Glee Club, 
Norma Raybon directing. Women 
adorned in majestic black swayed 
as their voices rolled over and 
overeach other in harmony. They 
ended their arrangement with the 
South African National Anthem, 
Nkosi Sikele.
The last voice heard was that 
of Lekeisha Moffett, our student 
trustee. She recited a poem en­
titled, "A Poem of Appreciation." 
It sounded like a daughter's love 
at the point just before overflow.
By the time Dr. Cole stood to 
giver her response, most of her 
tears of joy had already been shed. 
A few more escaped as she began 
to speak. She described the pro­
gram as only she could, calling it 
a "Love Fest." Quoting Lorraine 
Hansberry she said, "A quality 
people demand and deserve a qual­
ity art." In an acknowledgment of 
her husband, she advised the au­
dience, "If you wish a marriage, 
wish for one in which you never 
have to dampen who you are."
When she had finished 
speaking she and the crowd re­
cessed (to the rhythm of drums) to 
a reception held in Manley Dining 
Hall. The words that stayed with 
me after the drums stopped their 
beating were the ones that stayed 
with me after the drums stopped 
their beating, were the words she 
said at the beginning of her re­
sponse. They were words that 
speak to those who are convinced 
that with the arrival of Johnnetta 
Cole, came a campus-wide agenda 
of anti-misogynistic action. They 
are the words that have shaped 
our institution into the woman She 
is today. They rang from Dr. 
Cole's lips as she resounded, "We 
are not against men. We are sim­
ply for women."
Dr. Cole thanks one of the members of the Spelman's Nursery school 
for their presentation.
Photo by Maisha Wynn
Members of the drama department enact five embodiements of Dr. Cole 
Photo by Maisha Wynn
Two members of the drama department escort Dr. Cole to the stage for 
her remarks.
Photo by Maisha Wynn
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Former Spelmanite makes U.S. Army history
by RaShell R. Smith
Beyond the Gates
The “Old Guard’’ is a preci­
sion drill unit which performs in­
tricate, self-taught routines with 
1903 Springfield rifles with at­
tached unsheathed, silver-plated 
bayonets.
Andrea Brown is a former 
Spelman student from Knoxville, 
Tennessee. She recently returned 
to Knoxville as the first-ever fe­
male announcer for the 3rd U.S. 
Infantry. But when she initially 
joined the army, she did not ex­
pect to be making history.
“My mother and I went into 
the recruiting office to find out 
what it was all about," Ms. Brown 
recalls. “I never had any intention 
of joining.”
Ms. Brown’s plans actually 
centered around broadcasting. 
However, when she spoke with 
Staff Sgt. Danny Nelson, a U.S. 
Army Recruiter, he told her he 
would help her enlist as a broad­
THE GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY
The school of Public policy invites applications for 
its Master of Science in Public Policy (MSPP) 
Program. The school of Public Policy seeks 
students interested in its core areas including: 
-Environmental Policy - Science & Technology 
-Information Policy - Social Policy 
-Urban Policy
Students with strong analytical skills form 
technical fields, and social sciences and 
humanities disciplines are invited to apply. 
Application for Fall ’97 enrollment will accepted 
until August 1. Students interested in financial aid 
are encouraged to apply.
For program brochure and applications, write or 
call:
Chris Everson, Graduate Coordinator 
School of Public Policy 
D.M. Smith Building, GeorgiaTech 
Atlanta, GA 30032-0345 
(404) 894-0417
chris.e verson @ pubpolicy.gatech.edu.
cast journalist for the army and 
show her how the army could take 
care of her student loan debts.
“I felt like it was too 
good to be true,” Ms.
Brown says. "I kept ask­
ing, 'What’s the catch?’
Now , I’ll get out of the 
army debt-free, with a 
new career.”
Nelson, who says he 
is proud of her, worked 
out regularly with Brown 
to prepare her for basic 
training. Daily, he tested 
herrunning,push-up,and 
sit-up abilities. He now 
says their training time 
was well worth it.
Although Ms.
Brown was originally
slated to go to Germany, when the 
opportunity to audition for the 
“Old Guard” came along, she 
seized it. At first she was hesitant 
to do something no other female 
soldier had done. But she is glad
she accepted the challenge, “We 
all work well together. They re­
spect me and look out for me."
Andrea Brown, the first female announcer for the Old Guard.
Photo by Lee Elder, 
U.S. Army Recruiting Battalion Nashville Public Affairs
First Lt. Thomas Mathis is 
also glad Ms. Brown accepted the 
challenge. He explains, “Being 




A slender, thinly wrapped 
tobacco-filled object is the center 
of attention for the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration and U.S. 
courts. A month ago, the Ligget 
Group, the smallest of the major 
cigarette makers, reached a his­
toric settlement with several state 
attorney generals. Ligget became 
the first tobacco company to ad­
mit that nicotine is addictive and 
agree to turn over internal docu­
ments that could prove damaging 
to the industry.
The major tobacco firms— 
Phillip Morris, RJR Nabisco, 
Lorillard Tobacco Co., and Brown 
& Williamson—have been in talks 
over the past three weeks and are 
seeking to “head off litigation by 
accepting new federal regulations, 
curtailing advertising and paying 
billions to settle health claims,” 
reports a USA TODAY Health 
article on April 23.
Pennsylvania Attorney Gen­
eral Mike Fisher filed suit against 
some of the aforementioned com­
panies on April 23. charging that
worked around female soldiers. 
There was some getting used to at 
first, but now we use (Brown) 
regularly. We 
often request 
her to go with 
us.”
“A lot of 
people enjoy 
seeing her with 
us,” Mathis goes 
on. “Plus, she's 
very versatile, 
and she’s very 
good at her job.”
Brown 
says she is still 
getting used to 
the idea of be­
ing a part of the 
3rd U.S. Infan­
try. She says however, that while 
at a USO dinner attended by high- 
ranking officials, she realized, “ I 
have a pretty good position.”
they conspired to entice children! 
smoke. Fisher says that the to-j 
bacco industry deliberately mar-) 
keted cigarettes and other tobacco! 
products to children, thus abet-j 
ting the sale of tobacco to minors. 
The suit also seeks to recoup Med-) 
icaid funds taxpayers have spent 
to treat tobacco-related illnesses. 
Fisher is among 22 attorneys gen j 
eral who have sued the industry to 
recoup Medicaid costs of smok­
ers. / ■ )
Another suit by five tobacco 
companies and an advertising 
agency argues that the FDA’s plan! 
to restrict tobacco advertising,) 
viewed by the government as 
harmful to children, violates the 
constitutional guarantee of free! 
speech. |
A ruling is expected soon on) 
the U.S. FDA’s authority to regu­
late cigarettes. J
The U.S. Justice Department) 
is also conducting a criminal in-) 
vestigation of the industry con­
cerning allegations that tobacco 
companies withheld health infor-) 
mation from government agen­
cies. < ■ i
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Sabotage of Morehouse Elections
by Eshe Allen
Contributing Writer
Every year Morehouse Col­
lege holds elections for the Stu­
dent Government Association. 
Interested students are allowed one 
week to campaign and then a gen­
eral election is held. Traditionaly, 
Fulton County tabulates the votes 
for the Morehouse SGA election, 
but this year Dean of Student Ac­
tivities, Dean Bellamy, was ill and 
could not coordinate the voting 
galley. Instead, the ballots were 
tabulated by an elections commit­
tee of nine young men who were 
headed by Executive Assistant to 
the Vice Provost for Student Af­
fairs, John Nimes.
On April 16, several hours 
after the decision was published, 
the presidential elections were not 
the only shocking results to the 
student body; the vice presiden­
tial elections were an even bigger 
shock to the students of More­
house College. Recardo Levy re­
sponds, “The sentiment of the stu­
dent body was that a sure win
would take place and Duquoin 
[Burgess] would easily win the 
office of vice president.”
Despite the sentiments of the 
student body, the conclusion of 
the general election on April 16 
yielded Mr. Schukei as the winner 
with 407 votes and Mr. Burgess 
403. The outcome of the run-offs 
left the student body dumbfounded 
when it was release that Mr. 
Schukei was the new vice presi­
dent, with the number totaling Mr. 
Schukei at 463 votes and Mr. 
Burgess at 427.
On April 18 the speculations 
of some of the student body were 
researched and it came to light 
that there were blatant violations 
of the Morehouse Student Consti­
tution and its proceeding by the 
election committee.
Two of the biggest violations 
were one, there were never any 
poll watchers in the rooms during 
the tabulation of the ballots and 
two, due to the delay in the tabu­
lation of the genera] election bal­
lots, seventy members of the 
Morehouse Track team were not
able to vote in the run-off elec­
tion due to their scheduled ap­
pearance at the conference track 
meet. Senior Political Science 
major Tony Hamler comments, 
“I don’t appreciate this slap in 
the face. In the past, there have 
been provisions made for the 
track team concerning elections. 
When we cannot be here we have 
been allowed to vote absentee 
ballots. Our exclusion was pur­
posely engineered because of our 
block support of Mr. Burgess.”
To combat the disregard the 
track team received they came 
together and wrote a very power­
ful letter to the administration 
illustrating their point of view 
and how upset they were at the 
handing of this situation. Ac­
cording to Mr. Hamler, the More­
house Track Team feels “unap­
preciated and slighted in [their] 
efforts in all [they] do for More­
house College. [They] missed 
the run off elections to bring home 
the 1997 SIAC Championship, 
and in response Mr. Nimes could 
only say that [they] were the ones
who decided to run track and not 
vote, not the election committee. 
But the only reason [they] couldn’t 
vote was because of the incompe­
tence of the Morehouse Election 
Committee.”
Once all of the evidence was 
pointed out, the student court 
mandated that a new election take 
place, but Mr. Nimes has already 
stated that he will not honor their 
ruling. The new election will take 
place on Tuesday April 29 and 
this time the entire process will be 
conducted according to the rules 
stated in the Morehouse Student 
Constitution.
Presidential candidate Mr. 
Kidd comments, “It’s an unfor­
givable act of sabotage when an 
administrator blatantly ignores the 
rights of students. It is the right of 
students, through the SGA, to 
govern themselves. If Mr. Nimes 
decision is acted upon, then sub­
sequently the student court is ig­
nored, thereby violating every 
Morehouse man’s right to be an 
equal member within the More­
house family.
A Wrap-Up of the Morehouse Elections, Thus Far
by Natalie Eckford
Contributing Writer
Representing an entire stu­
dent body is not an easy task. That 
task becomes even more difficult 
when you add the extra responsi­
bility of restoring the confidence 
of those who elected you into of­
fice. However, this challenge is 
one that the newly elected student 
government/class officers at 
Morehouse College have agreed 
to tackle. Considering the contro­
versy surrounding the Student 
Government Association Home­
coming this past year, that job 
might not be so simple. Election 
Committee Co-chairman, 
Donovan Brown, calls this year's 
election turnout, “the most he has 
seen in [his] four years here.” He 
interprets it as a sign that students 
are determined to prevent a repeat 
of last year’s follies.
According to Mr. Brown, stu­
dents have chosen become a part
of the process, rather than just 
criticize. He cites that thirty-eight 
people recently campaigned for 
positions on the SGA/class coun­
cils. At the same time, some po­
sitions have yet to be filled and 
others had only one applicant. 
Regardless of the student body’s 
confidence, or lack of confidence, 
in the competency of their student 
officials, the newly elected stu­
dents feel confident in their abil­
ity to promote change.
One of the most visible 
changes would be the election of 
Steven Schukei to the position of 
SGA Vice President. He is the 
first Caucasian to be elected as a 
Morehouse student government 
official. Schukei would much 
rather be recognized for his love 
and dedication to the college, 
rather than his skin color. While 
he thinks that it speaks well of the 
student body to have faith in a 
Caucasian classmate, he feels that 
“race really shouldn’t matter.” Mr.
Schukei feels an amount of pres­
sure to prove himself. However 
he is also very confident in his 
ability to work for the good of 
those he serves. His great love for 
Morehouse, has led him to speak 
and write to the administration for 
changes which he will continue to 
work towards.
As motivated as Mr. 
Schukei may be, he will be inef­
fective if he cannot get the sup­
port of the rest of the SGA, spe­
cifically the president. President­
elect, Will Sellars, feels that the 
students saw someone to trust 
when they elected Steven Schukei. 
Yet, how do the students look at 
Mr. Sellars? Mr. Sellars feels that 
his being elected from a pool of 
eight candidates verifies the stu­
dents' belief in him as a person 
who will give them the facts. He 
does not consider himself a politi­
cian and he plans to work for 
progress when he assumes his 
position. Most of all, he wants to
improve the communication be­
tween the students, administra­
tion, and the SGA.
One of Morehouse SGA's 
biggest critics, Deon Garner, Jun­
ior Class President-elect com­
mented that he thinks, “that SGA 
is a pointless function.” He feels 
that representation is much more 
effective on the class level. As 
Junior Class President, Garner 
wants to concentrate on represent­
ing his class well. He will focus 
on tapping into the resources of 
his class members. According to 
him, too much talent exists at the 
college that is not being used. By 
utilizing these resources, he wants 
to take a different angle. He does 
not like to be associated with SGA 
because he feels that “he is about 
business,” and that business does 
not include politics and political 
correctness. Mr. Garner, like Mr. 
Schukei and Mr. Sellars, com­
mented that his prime objective is 
to be a liaison for the students.
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Spring Health Forum at Spelman College
by Allison C. Taite
Voices Editor
On Thursday, April 17, Di­
rector of Health Services, Nurse 
Brenda Dalton presented a health 
forum for the Mu Pi chapter of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, In­
corporated, during their annual 
"Skee Week." Nurse Dalton pre­
sented a host of women's health 
issues, including nutrition, STD's 
and gynecological problems.
Nurse Dalton discussed the 
Family Planning Clinic, located 
in Spelman's Department of 
Health Services, which is partially 
funded by the Department of Hu­
man Resources. The clinic fo­
cuses on gynecological health, 
which includes STD treatment. 
Dalton stated that STD's seem to 
be an epidemic particularly in the 
class of 2000. Nurse Dalton fur­
ther discussed the various forms 
of STD's, their symptoms and ef­
fects.
She emphasized that the 
Health Services Department rec­
ommends that students with mul­
tiple yeast infections undergo an 
HIV test (for fear of a breakdown 
of the immune system). Occasion­
ally, Spelman's Health Services 
offers an HIV test, however, Nurse 
Dalton plans to pursue regular test­
ing at Spelman.
In order to prevent STD's, 
Nurse Dalton stressed the need 
for students to communicate and 
know their partners' sexual his­
tory before having sex. She fur­
ther emphasized the need for 
Spelman and other AUC students 
to have the information necessary 
to understand STD's. This is pos­
sible through forums and students' 
willingness to visit the Depart­
ment of Health Services.
Nurse Dalton hopes to speak 
to senior staff about making ac­
cessible statistics that deal with 
prevalent STD's on Spelman's
campus. She also wants the De­
partment of Health Services to 
play a more significant role dur­
ing Freshwoman Orientation 
Week, so that all new Spelman- 
ites will be well informed of their 
health needs and options.
Part of Nurse Dalton's pre­
sentation included a video entitled 
"Get Real." This video targeted 
several health issues that concern 
college students, such as alcohol­
ism, smoking , STD's exercising, 
breast cancer, bulimia, anorexia 
nervosa, and violence against 
women.
Students in the video dis­
cussed the harmful effects of 
smoking. The most obvious ef­
fects are wrinkles, lung and oral 
cancers, emphysema , and in­
creased deterioration of organs. 
Due to the prevalency of STD's, 
safe sex was also stressed. Stu­
dents warned against having sex 
while intoxicated and they em­
phasized the need to practice safe 
sex. Having a good exercise regi­
men which includes walking, 
stretching, biking, or swimming 
is also an important lifestyle for 
students. One student discussed 
her bout with breasts cancer and 
explained that college women are 
not too young to conduct monthly 
self-breasts exams. Furthermore, 
young women told stories about 
their struggles with anorexia 
nervosa and bulimia, pointing out 
that these diseases can be deadly, 
and lead to cardia c arrest.
The film also discussed the 
physical and mental abuse that 
many women endure every day, 
Women were encouraged to learn 
how to love and defend them­
selves. Finally, an elderly woman 
spoke about her condition of os­
teoporosis, a disorder that causes 
deterioration of bone tissue in 
hopes that young women will im­
prove their calcium intake.
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You Betta' Check Yourself: 
Knowledge HelpsSTD Prevention
by Kim Johnson 
Staff Writer
Now that AIDS has become 
a reality for many Americans, 
awareness of sexually transmit­
ted diseases has become vital to 
people's well-being. Knowledge 
of the causes, symptoms, and pre­
vention of the more common 
STD's is extremely important in 
maintaining your health. Here 
are a few beneficial facts about 
three of the most common STD's: 
Herpes Simplex Virus
(HSV-2) is the virus which is 
most commonly responsible for 
genital herpes. HSV-1 is a com­
mon virus which causes cold sores 
and fever blisters that usually 
occur on the mouth. HSV-1 and 
HSV-2 are almost identical. One 
can contract genital herpes from 
someone infected with HSV-1. 
The virus can lie dormant in the 
body of someone infected. Ap­
proximately 75% of the people 
that are infected with herpes do 
not know it, and can unknowingly 
spread the disease.
Cause: Herpes is spread 
through skin to skin contact, and 
can be spread by an infected per­
son even when there are no appar­
ent sores or blisters. This is due to 
the viral particles which are on the 
skin.
Symptoms: Fever, flu-like 
sympotms, swollen glands, sores 
or blisters, painful urination, itch­
ing or tingling in the genital area. 
They usually appear one week 
after infection
Prevention: Spermicide 
nonoxynol 9 and soap and water 
can often kill the virus. There is no 
cure for Herpes, but there are drugs 
used to help control it.
Gonorrhea is one of the old­
est STD’s, and is caused by the 
bacteria Neisserai gonorrhea. It 
was the most often reported STD 
in the U.S. in 1991. A woman
having unprotected sex with an 
infected man has an 80-90% 
chance of contracting the disease. 
While a man has a 20-25% chance 
of being infected.
Cause: The bacteria lives in 
the urethra (tube which carries 
urine) and the cervix of women.
Symptoms: Painful urina­
tion, lower abdominal and rectal 
pain, recurrent vaginal bleeding, 
and milkly discharge from penis. 
Symptoms usually become appar­
ent within ten days of infection. 
70% of infected women do not 
have symptoms, while 10% of 
men do not.
Prevention: Condoms are 
effective in protecting you from 
such bacteria. If left untreated it 
can lead to pelvic inflammatory 
disease.
Syphilis is an ancient dis­
ease, and can be traced back as far 
a s 200 B.C. Best protection 
against contracting the disease is 
the use of latex condoms
Cause: Syphilis is causes by 
the spiral shaped bacteria Tre­
ponema pallisum. It is often spread 
through sexual intercourse, but 
can be spread by transfusions of 
tainted blood. The first stage can 
develop up to three weeks after 
infection.
Symptoms: The disease has 
three stages, Primary syphilis: A 
painless sore with hard edges can 
appear anywhere on the body 
where there has been sexual con­
tact. The sore is very infectious 
and will usually disappear within 
3-8 weeks, if left untreated. Sec­
ondary Syphilis: The disease is in 
the blood 6-8 weeks later. A non- 
itchy rash, swollen glands, soar 
throat, weight loss, headaches, hair 
loss, appearance of sores or geni­
tal warts can also occur. Latent 
syphilis: Several years later, 20- 
30% of infected people will expe­
rience damage to eyes, heart.
bones, paralysis, mental problems 
and death.
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Arts & Entertainment
Adriana Evans debuts following lead of musical relatives
by Kim Johnson
Staff Writer
Adriana Evans enters the 
music scene with her twelve track, 
self-titled debut album. The Cali­
fornia native has a tremendous 
musical background which 
reaches back to her childhood. 
The musical careers of her mother, 
Mary Stallings, who sang back­
ground with Dizzie Gillespie and 
Count Basie, and that of her god­
father, the renowned saxophon­
ist, Pharaoh Sanders, had a great 
influence on the musical direction 
of Evans.
Jazz has played a large role 
in her life and its echoes can be 
heard in Evans’ smooth style. 
Working with friend and producer/ 
collaborator Dred Scott, Evans 
arranged a rich variety of beats 
and melodies, creating a collec­
tion of various styles and sounds. 
Evans’ unique style and Minnie 
Ripperton-like voice complement
the refreshing beats, forming a 
work full of 70’s and 80’s soul, 
jazz, and hip hop.
The album, Adriana Evans, 
is well rounded, containing songs 
that deal with the ups and downs 
of love, self-love, and more seri­
ous issues, such as the chaotic life 
in the ghetto. This talented singer 
and songwriter has a positive 
message to share with her audi­
ence, and effectively conveys it 
through her music.
It is difficult to liken her to 
one particular artist, but many of 
her beats are original mixtures of 
music, most often recognized in 
acid jazz and “trip hop.” Her 
voice is influenced by many fe­
male soul singers of earlier eras, 
such as Dinah Washington, Billie 
Holiday, Sarah Vaughn, and 
Carmen McCrae. At times, it 
seems that Evans is leaning too 
heavily upon artists for the past 
for inspiration, as many of today ’ s 
performers tend to do. Neverthe­
Adriana Evans bursts on the scene with her seif entitled debut album.
less, the album is definitely worth 
checking out.
For all of those who like a 
solid, soulful voice, accompanied 
by creative rhythms characteris­
tic of acid jazz (a mixture of soul, 
funk, hip hop, and R&B), they 
will enjoy the stylistic sound of 
Adriana Evans.
W fO S9NQ1Z& W10 AJWUMS
1. PUFF DADDY (F/ MASE) 1. THE NOTORIOUS B.I.G. 1. THE PARTNER
CAN’T NOBODY HOLD ME DOWN LIFE AFTER DEATH John Grisham
2. THE NOTORIOUS B.I.G. 2. ERYKAH BADU 2. THE RANCH
HYPNOTIZE BADUIZM Danielle Steel
3. JEWEL 3. BIG MIKE 3. CHROMOSOME 6
YOU WERE MEANT FOR ME STILL SERIOUS Robin Cook
4. MONICA 4. SCARFACE 4. 3001: THE FINAL ODYSSEY
FOR YOU I WILL THE UNTOUCHABLE Arthur C.
(“SPACE JAM” Soundtrack)
5. LOVE JONES-SOUNDTRACK 5. THE NOTEBOOK
5. SPICE GIRLS LOVE JONES: THE MUSIC Nicholas Sparks
WANNABE
6. CRIME BOSS FEATURING THE FEDZ 6. SANCTUARY
6. SAVAGE GARDEN CONFLICTS & CONFUSION Nora Roberts
I WANT YOU
7. BOOTY CALL—SOUNDTRACK 7. SMALL VICES
7. CELINE DION BOOTY CALL Robert B. Parker
ALL BY MYSELF
8. BLACKSTREET 8. MCNALLY’S GAMBLE
8. MARK MORRISON ANOTHER LEVEL Lawrence Sanders
RETURN OF THE MACK
9. MAKAVELI 9. ACTS OF LOVE
9. AZ YET (F/ PETER CETERA) DON KILLUMINATI: THE 7 DAY THEORY Judith Michael
HARD TO SAY I’M SORRY
10. TRU 10. A THIN DARK LINE
10. PAULA COLE TRU 2 DA GAME Tami Hoag
WHERE HAVE ALL THE
COWBOYS GONE?
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CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS
May 2-4 Music Midtown Festival. Fourth annual fest offers diverse acts 
including George Clinton and the P-Funk All-Stars, Monica. 6p.m.- 
midnight. Noon-midnight May 3 and noon-9:30 p.m. May 4. $19 day or $27 
three-day pass. Peachtree to West Peachtree streets from 10th to 12th streets. 
404-249-6400.
May 15 Spearhead with Camplo. 10 p.m. $12.50 advance. The Masquerade.
May 21 “Day of Soul ’97.” With Eric Benet, Erykah Badu and Outkast. 5pm 
$16; $8 UGA students. Legion Field, University of Georgia, Athens. 706-548- 
6466 or 706-542-6396.
Thru June 22 - Crowning Achievements: African Arts of Dressing the Head." 
High Museum of Art. Other exhibits: “Art at the Edge: Petah
Coyne.” Through July 27.
Thru June 22- “Highlights From the Ralph K. Uhry Collection of Works on 
Paper.” 10a.m.-5p.m. Tuesdays-Saturdays; noon-5 p.m. Sundays; 10 a.m.- 
9 p.m. fourth Fridays.Woodruff Arts Center, 1280 Peachtree St. N.E. 404- 
733-4400.
Crowning Achievements: 
African Arts of dressing the head
by Erica Edwards 
Arts & Entertainment
The High Museum presents
Feather and animal hide had from Kuba, Zaire that 
will be featured in the show.
From the collection of Craig A. Subler
this an outstanding exhibition 
which highlights and celebrates 
the original ways that African 
women and men 
adorn their heads. 
Methods of “dressing 
the head” serve sev­
eral purposes: to 
show membership in 
religious groups, to 
mark changes in a life 
cycle, to identify key 
participants at festi­
vals, and to designate 
societal roles such as 
warriors, hunters, or 
artists. Headwear 
may also serve as pro­
tection, consolation, 
or just express the 
aesthetic values of a 
certain culture. 
“Crowning Achieve-
ments” presents nearly 
200 types of head gear 
and hairstyles, exam­
ining how they com­
municate important 
messages about styles 
of life and the attitudes, 





tains 8 sections, includ­
ing “Crowning Glories:
The Head and Hair,” 
which examines differ­
ent hairstyles and hair 
decorations, and “Prac-
ticalBeauty: Hats for Daily Wear,” 
which shows the practical func­
tions of different hats, caps and 
wigs. Organized by the Fowler 
Museum of Cultural History of
A woven and embroidered man's hat from Cote 
d'Ivoire. Africa.
Photo by Franko Khoury, courtesy of National 
Museum of African Art
the University of California and 
sponsored by Fred and Rita 
Richman, the exhibition will be 
on view until June 22 at the High 
Museum.
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Mesha Williams 
Roving Reporter
Topic: Spelman’s Family Weekend; the Parents’ Perspectives 
Question: What is your impression of Spelman?
“We are happy that our daughter is 
here; this is her dream — to be at 
Spelman. She is a good student and 
she is very happy here. She has 
matured into quite a young lady. 
The only problem is the distance 
and how far away we are.”
Kylor and Mary Reed
Parents of Melba Reed, Sophomore 
Rice, VA
“My daughter has matured; she has become more' 
responsible. She makes up her own mind about 
situations. The biggest adjustment for her was to 
become accustomed to her professors’ teaching 
styles. My only concern is when calling the offices 
for information. I never get a response from those 
who work in the departments, and it’s very difficult 
to call long distance. Overall I’m satisfied in the way 
she is progressing.”
Pat Leeks
Mother of JaNelle Leeks, Freshman 
Orlando, FL
“This is my second visit to Spelman 
weekend, and this is my first time 
visiting the Cosby museum. The art 
museum is very interesting, I’m 
enjoying myself very much here.”
Barbara Anderson
Grandmother of Kimberly Patrice 
Johnson, Sophomore 
Chicago, IL
“I love the campus. 
It’s very well taken care of. 
It shows the pride of the 
students. Overall, I’m very 
impressed with the student 
body, and how the girls 
handle themselves.”
Joseph Blake
Father of Chawanda Blake, 
Prospective Student 
Philadelphia, PA
“I feel my daughter has 
grown, and she has become 
more interested in serving 
humanity. I feel the unity 
and the love on this campus. 
The weekend has been 
marvelous. It has been a 
very growthful weekend. I 
feel very conscious about 
the campus and 
womanhood."
“in terms of staff, I have 
observed that the staff has 
been very cordial. They have 
been very accommodating 
— especially Mrs. Joanne 
Davis. The only area of 
concern about the college is 
that I didn’t receive any 
information about the 
weekend. The students 
didn’t seem too 
knowledgeable about the 
weekend either. There was 
no person that I could talk 
to about registration and 
planned events. Spelman 
could work on this. But with 
the staff I’ve been very 
impressed.”
Vinetta Goodwin Witt 





She Was My Sister President Too
Words from the perspective of a Morehouse student
by Kevin Kitrell Ross
Contributing Writer
When I learned that Dr. Cole 
would be resigning her seat as 
President at Spelman College at 
the end of this semester, 1 felt 
what many at Morehouse must 
have when Dr. Benjamin Elijah 
Mays stepped down. This news, 
though alarming was also excit­
ing. Dr. Cole would actually be 
leaving Spelman College. The 
word Spelman had become 
synonomous with Dr. Cole. The 
legacy that Dr. Cole created at 
Spelman not only lifted Spelman 
College, it challenged all of 
academia. As a Morehouse man. 
Dr. Cole was not just the “next- 
door-neighborly” chief executive 
officer, she was my ‘Sister Prez’ 
too.
As early as I can recall, I 
have been modeling after people
who I have considered to be out­
standing leaders in their respec­
tive fields. Thus, I am attracted to 
people who exhibit exceptional 
leadership ability. I am especially 
“turned on” by women who exude 
such characteristics for, as the 
African proverb says, “She who 
learns must teach”. Early as a
Freshman, as I interacted with my 
various Spelman sisters, I would 
hear from them all the things that 
Dr. Cole said. Dr. Cole said this 
or Dr. Cole says that. It was the 
same way people at Morehouse 
spoke of Dr. Mays. The only 
difference was. Dr. Cole was liv­
ing and Mays was not. This was 
an opportunity of a lifetime. 
Somehow, I had to know more 
about Dr. Cole. Among the good, 
I heard of Dr. Cole, I also heard 
that she was a feminist and the 
person reporting this to me be­
lieved that afeminist was the worst 
thing a woman could be. Some 
good did come from our conver­
sation. This young lady pointed 
me to the Spelman bookstore to 
purchase Dr. Cole’s book, Con­
versations: Straight Talk With 
America’s Sister President.
Though the book was targeted for
African-American women and 
women of color, I refused to be 
shut out of this dialogue. Hence, 
I “eavesdropped” on the Conver­
sation. With the turn of each 
page, I developed a greater aware­
ness of the complexity and diver­
sity of African American women 
and women of color. Dr. Cole
took me to Africa, Japan, the Car­
ibbean and the ghettos of the 
Linked States and showed me dif­
ferent snapshots My view of 
women had been so narrow and 
limiting.
Without physically being 
present. Dr. Cole shook me and 
snatched my attention and turned 
my eyes toward myself. She 
forced me to wrestle with the plight 
of the Black man. I learned of 
injustices facing us that were not 
as conspicuous before. In her 
words:
When we look at the dispro­
portionate number of African 
American men incarcerated, we 
must remember that African 
American men are arrested more 
than their White counterparts and 
receive disproportionately higher 
rates of sentencing. Whenever 
statistics are used in a way that 
associates crime with Afri­
can American men, we 
should not forget that most 
white-collar crime- which is 
not a victimless crime- is
committed by White men. 
Yes, I finally did learn
what my friend had shared 
with me about Dr. Cole’s 
Feminist’s views. Much to 
my surprise, I discovered that 
I too was a Feminist; at least 
by her definition. I believe 
that men and women are 
equal human beings. I be­
lieve that we should both re­
ceive equal pay for equal 
work. I believe that we both 
should have decision-mak­
ing power concerning our 
own bodies. I also believe 
that women should have equal 
access and involvement in the 
political process, their communi­
ties and the nation. Like Dr. Cole, 
I don’t agree with all feminist 
schools of thought. But, I must 
thank Dr. Cole for being the appe­
tizer and bridge that placed me at 
the feet of Dr. Beverly Guy-
Sheftal, my current professor of 
Feminist Thought, a course that I 
am auditing at Spelman.
Besides being a great edu­
cator, Dr. Cole has been to me an 
exceptional role-model of 21st 
Century Leadership. Dr. Cole has 
addressed Crown Forums at More­
house and I have had opportuni­
ties to help her with her academic 
robe before the program began. 
Guess what ladies, I have benefi­
ted from some of her words of 
wisdom and her famous warm 
hugs too. Dr. Cole, through ex­
ample, showed me what someone 
in her position must do in order to 
effectively influence people. One 
such this is simply remembering 
people’s names. Though I have 
often considered it acceptable for 
someone as busy as Dr. Cole to 
forget people’s names, she has 
shown me that it is not acceptable. 
By calling me by my name, she 
says to me, “I care enough about 
you to remember your name”. Dr. 
Cole also exhibits another very 
important leadership characteris­
tic. Dr. Cole is a promise keeper. 
She honors her commitments. I 
can recall asking Dr. Cole for some 
information regarding The Atlanta 
Project and The Empowerment 
Zone funds. At the time she could 
not completely answer my ques­
tion, but she took my number and 
promised to call me with an an­
swer before the week was out. 
One weekday morning at about 7 
a.m., I was awakened from my 
sleep. The caller said “Good 
Morning, is Mr. Ross there?” The 
caller sounded important. So with 
all of the strength I could muster, 
I shook myself awake and put on 
my business-voice and I answered, 
“Yes, who’s calling?” “This is 
Dr. JohnettaCole. Here is a num­
ber you may call to find out more 
about The Empowerment Zone
Continued on page 15
Michon Pinnix 
Athlete of the Month
by Cantice Payton
Staff Writer
Michon Pinnix is a hard lady 
to catch up and keep up with.
Photo Courtesy of MichonPinnix
Luckily, between her “P-Chem” 
class and a workout, the Spelman 
Spotlight was able to briefly 
“track” this dedicated scholar ath­
lete down. Ms. Pinnix recently 
completed a successful track sea­
son and still continues to be on the 
run.
Ms. Pinnix does not find it
difficult to train athletically as well 
as keep focused on her studies. 
“It’s easier to focus when you 
have a sport,” she comments.
“You know you have a schedule 
and therefore have to get your 
work done before you go to prac­
tice.” Being very involved in an 
academic setting and an extracur­
ricular setting has been an impor­
tant part of Ms. Pinnix’s life since 
grade school. From an early age, 
her parents taught her that there is
a need to establish a “balance be­
tween physical and mental activi­
ties.” She began her disciplined 
athletic career years ago when they 
made her take ballet 
classes. Today she appre­
ciates their pushing her into 
the world of sports because 
she thinks “student athletes 
get a lot more done” be­
cause they know how to 
stay committed.
Ms. Pinnix decided to 
participate on the Spelman 
College track and field 
team because track was one 
of the sports that gave her a 
lot of fulfillment in high 
school. She feels that the 
Spelman members as a 
whole “did very well” on 
the track team. On a per­
sonal level, staying in shape is the 
main goal she has set and accom­
plished for herself.
She is sure to remain in shape 
in the off season too because she 
was inspired enough to establish 
her own athletic program. On 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fri­
days, Ms. Pinnix participates in
aerobics and weightlifting at a lo­
cal Bally’s fitness club. On Tues­
days and Thursdays, she opts tc 
run three or four miles in the neigh­
borhood. As a self motivated in­
dividual, Ms. Pinnix chooses tc 
exercise alone. “When I don’t 
work out I go crazy!” she ex­
plains.
Recognizing that she gets the 
energy she needs from the fooc 
she eats, Ms. Pinnix also has to 
make sure she gets enough nour­
ishment. Interestingly enough 
she eats four meals a day. “Re­
ally, four,” she emphasizes 
“Breakfast, lunch, dinner, and £ 
snack. Gotta have my snacks!”
Standing at less than five fee 
tall, Michon Pinnix’s size is no 
indication of the huge impact she 
has had on track and field anc 
other Spelman athletic programs 
Athletics has obviously had £ 
major impact on her focusec 
lifestyle as well. Her plans for the 
future are to continue to workout 
train, and run. Basically, she com­
ments, sports will always be es­
sential because they “keep me 
sane.”
Tiger loose on the golf course
by Alexandria Crawford
Staff Writer
Move over Michael Jordan! 
Tiger Woods, breaking every 
record in the sport of golf, is tak­
ing the spotlight as the new inspi­
ration to people all over the world. 
Aside from Woods’ winning of 
the Masters Championships title 
with a 72-hole record of 18-under 
par 270, his playing ethics and 
persona may be the key factors to 
his newfound fame.
“Tiger is an inspiration to 
me because he’s all about being
the best at whatever you do—no 
excuses—and I strive to do the 
same,” says Spelman junior 
Akisha Davis.
Woods’ second-to-none sta­
tus in golf leads many to agree 
that his determination to be the 
best is finally paying off.
His accomplishments speak 
particularly to African Americans 
now that he is the first player of 
African-American heritage to win 
one of golf’s major champion­
ships. Woods paves the way for 
minorities entering future tourna­
ments by breaking the color bar­
rier in professional golf.
However, with fame and for­
tune often comes severe criticism. 
Woods’ decision to avoid catego­
rizing himself in only one ethnic 
group has drawn disapproval and 
skepticism from observers.
“Yeah, he’s multi-racial, but 
he should just pick one like every­
one else who has parents of differ­
ent races; he’s no different,” com­
ments Spelman sophomore An­
drea Raymond.
Another Spelman student 
disagrees, stating, “ He shouldn’t 
just say he’s one race because it
will be disrespectful to his mother 
or father. Maybe he should just 
stick with ‘other’.”
Although ethnicity may be 
important to spectators, it makes 
no difference in Woods’ game. 
As the youngest person to ever 
win the Masters with the least 
strokes, Woods’ excellence leaves 
little left to be accomplished in 
golf. However, Woods will pre­
sumably continue to make history 
in upcoming tournaments such as 
the British U.S. Open and the PGA 
Championships.
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Continued from page 13
funds”. I thanked her and wrote 
down the number. But before I 
hung up the phone, (because the 
line had some static in it) I asked 
her where she was calling from. 
She responded, “lam calling from 
my car. I’m on my way to the 
airport”. That is what I call com­
mitment! During a very dismal 
time in my life, I wrote Dr. Cole 
for some words of encouragement. 
She wrote back and in part said 
that we should create “a mutual 
admiration society”. Recently, I 
attended the Romantic Interlude 
II at Hotel Nikko. Earlier that 
day, Dr. Cole and I were speakers 
on the Ennis Cosby Memorial pro­
gram and later when I saw her. she 
was out there with her husband 
and a gang of my peers, dancing 
down the Soul Train line. Dr. 
Cole has mastered (he art of li vi ng
.. —------—-...
a balanced life. She can be serious 
as well as fun, a mother as well as 
a professor, a student as well as 
die president.
At the recent Campus Fare­
well, as the various people from 
the Spelman College community 
paid tribute to Dr. Cole, tears 
welled up in my eyes as I thought 
to myself, “the legacy that this 
woman has created in 10 years 
has been more significant to more 
people, than some people con­
tribute in an entire lifetime. If 
Dr. Cole’s life ended today, a 
void would be felt around the 
world; for her contribution was 
mammoth”. The best way to 
pay tribute to Dr. Cole is to follow 
her outstanding example. Find a 
cause worth living and dying for 
and pursue it with passion. Live 
as if each day were your last. 
Count every breath a blessing and 
every experience a lesson. Live
as your word—honor your com­
mitments. Cross-examine your­
self with this question: “When I 
leave this earth, what three things 
do I wish to be remembered for?
Dr. JohnettaB. Cole gave us 
all the secret to greatness. It’s so 
simple that it’s profound. Be of 
service.
Dearest Dr. Cole, thank you 
for being so great that your appeal 
reached out beyond the iron fence 
ofSpelman into Morehouse. Yes, 
it is a bit sad to see you moving 
on. However, there are two things 
that are reassuring: You will take 
yourself with you wherever you 
go. Thus, I can be at ease know­
ing that you will be elsewhere 
blazing-trails and fertilizing 
minds, and hitting homeruns for 
humankind. (2) Spelman 
College’s street address will not 
change. Thus. 1 trust that you 
shall return to visit once inawhile.
■■■■a.■sill.■■■■.............
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If not, the seeds of wisdom that 
you have planted are blooming 
and will continue to blossom in 
Spelman students and alumni. So, 
expect a garden of brilliant minds 
to carry on your legacy, while cre­
ating legacies of their own. Lastly, 
thank you for doing what 
Mohandis K. Gahndi admonished, 
“We must become the change we 
seek in the world”. Your example, 
warmth, love, and heart for the, 
community have made world 
herstory. It has also made you my 
Shero and my Sister Prez’ too. I 
love you. Godspeed as you con­
tinue your journey.
Kevin Ross is a Senior, Religion and 
Psychology Major and a Chapel 
Assistant and Chairman of the Board 
of Deacons at Martin Luther King 
International Chapel/ Morehouse 
(allege
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“When spider webs unite they can tie up an elephant.”
“Within four years a true 
Spelmanite discovers a woman's place 
in the midst of the struggle. ”
-Adrienna Edwards
“Just remember.. .everything hap­
pens for a reason. Never let your ob­
stacles get in the way of your dreams. ” 
-Chantal Laroche
“After you move on remember to 
look hack on your Spelman sisters.“ 
-Mandie Araujo
“There are two types of people in 
this world: those who make things 
happen and those that watch things 
happen. ”
-Brian Armstead
